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when foreigners could visit Russia easily. They were at
liberty to travel, to talk freely to Soviet citizens and even
to visit their homes. But since the purges began in 1936
the official attitude to foreigners has stiffened, and today
the Soviet Union is virtually closed to the casual traveller.
Broadly speaking, a foreigner can visit Russia today only
in one or other of three ways: as a guest of the Soviet
Government, as a diplomatist, or as a member of the press
corps. Guests of the Soviet Government are brought to
Russia on brief and feverish visits. They are entertained
with Oriental ostentation. They are overworked, overfed,
and over-stimulated, and all but the most critical of them
go home staggered by Soviet hospitality and astonished
with what has been shown them. 'Members of the diplo-
matic corps and the press corps are the only foreigners who
can stay long enough in Russia to become familiar with the
Soviet way of life; but they receive very different treatment.
They may mix freely with one another (and it is well to
remember that even this was not allowed to diplomatists in
Russia in the seventeenth century); they may attend
State receptions, the opera, and the ballet; but they are,
deliberately sealed off from Soviet life and institutions.
They cannot themselves arrange to visit a factory or a
school or a farm. They rarely meet a Russian who has
not had official permission to mingle with foreigners. In
the light of these circumstances it is not surprising that so
much writing about Russia falls into one or other of two
categories: monotonous panegyrics from visitors who have
been led round Moscow like sacred bulls in an, Oriental
city,* and petulant denunciations from pressmen who have
been confined to the Metropol hotel.
An observer who is sent by his Government to study the
organisation of science in the U.S.S.R. has to accept at the
•outset a major inconsistency in the Russian attitude to
foreigners: on the one hand the sincere friendliness of the
people, and on the other hand the deliberate suspicion of
the State. The foreign observer must be attached to the

